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Senator is stirring the
pot in St. Petersburg
By Nancy McCann
CONTRIBUTOR

D

uring a decade
in politics, Jeff
Brandes has earned
a reputation as an assertive,
unpredictable legislator with
all the subtlety of a poke in
the eye.
He’s also earned a
nickname: “Senator
Disruptor.”
In a campus forum on
Friday, Regional Chancellor
Martin Tadlock acknowledged
that Brandes was the driving
force behind the USF
administration’s new five-year
plan to create five “academic
clusters” designed to boost
the St. Petersburg campus’
sagging enrollment and give
it “nationally distinctive”
academic offerings.
Brandes has been
the Legislature’s most
outspoken critic of the way
USF administrators are
implementing consolidation
of the three campuses – and
especially the way they are
treating St. Petersburg.
When he met with
university administrators three
weeks ago, Tadlock said, the
St. Petersburg senator again
raised longstanding concerns
about what USF is doing to
build the campus’ vision and
help it meet the community’s
needs.
“We were given two
weeks” to address “the
identity of this campus,”
Tadlock said, and come up
with “three to five” initiatives
that would help improve
enrollment and provide “an
interdisciplinary, dramatic
direction” for St. Petersburg.
The result was what
Tadlock called “a draft
document for discussion
purposes” that lays out
proposals to expand offerings
in environmental and
oceanographic sciences,
STEM education, the arts,
business and health sciences.
And it was Brandes –
not administrators – who
provided the document to
The Crow’s Nest on Nov. 11.
Tadlock released it to faculty
and staff the next day.
The plan “gives us an
interdisciplinary set of themes
that we can sink our teeth
into,” Tadlock told the forum.
It “provides something that
will be attractive to students
and make them want to come
here and be a part of this.”
Tadlock said “it’s also a
commitment from President
(Steve) Currall to say that
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St. Petersburg is absolutely
critical to USF, … that there’s
a world of opportunity here in
St. Petersburg that needs to be
realized.”
Doubling down
In an interview with
The Crow’s Nest on Nov.
11, Brandes welcomed the
administration’s five-year
plan, which he said would
play to the “strengths of both
the (Pinellas) community and
USF St. Petersburg.”
But he went a step further,
saying he “would like to
see” USF abandon its plan
to dismantle the Tampabased College of Education
in favor of a reimagined
graduate school of education
and instead “move the entire
College of Education” to St.
Petersburg.
He also doubled down
on legislators’ plans to
implement more legislation
on consolidation during the
session that begins March
2. And he said again that
legislators intend to closely
examine the Board of
Trustees, the 13-member body
that oversees the university.
Legislators and the
governor “express our
influence (over USF) via the
nominations and removal of
individuals from the board
(of trustees) level,” Brandes
said. Dissatisfaction with
the university’s leadership
“calls for a deep dive into the
board.”
The five-year plan that
administrators shared with
Brandes lays out proposed
academic initiatives for the
St. Petersburg campus, some
of which have been under
discussion for at least three
years:
** Environmental and
Oceanographic Sciences,
Technology and Sustainability
(which would come in years
one and two)
Some of the proposed
programs for development or
expansion are environmental
chemistry, coastal and/or
ocean engineering and science
journalism.
** STEM Education (years
one and two)
The proposal includes
teacher preparation in science,
technology, education and
mathematics that is related
to environmental and
oceanographic topics.

>> SEE SENATOR on P3
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Assistant artists work on Kenny Coil and Marc Berenguer’s mural outside
of Harbor Hall. The mural was one of the largest of the 13 murals painted
for the 2020 SHINE Mural Festival.
>> SEE SHINE on P4

Questions abound over
apathy in SG elections
By Sophie Ojdanic and
Catherine Hicks
sojdanic@usf.edu
chicks@usf.edu

I

n 2015, 394 students
voted in the fall
elections for student
government. This fall’s most
recent election? Eleven.
That’s 0.29 percent of
the total eligible voters on
campus.
The same thing happened
at the other USF campuses. At
Sarasota-Manatee, only five
votes were cast (0.24 percent)
and in Tampa, only 1,707
(3.96 percent).
The dismal turnout this
fall puts an exclamation mark
on several years of voter
apathy in St. Petersburg that
leaves current and former
SG members and campus
administrators searching for
explanations.
Is SG itself partly to blame
for not stressing its work and
publicizing its elections?
How much of it has to do
with months-long campus
closures due to COVID-19?
What about consolidation,
which has dramatically
changed SG by shifting much
of the power to the Tampa
campus, 35 miles away?
As regional vice chancellor
of student affairs and student

success, Patti Helton helps
oversee Student Government
and other student activities.
She attributes the poor
turnout to the pandemic and
consolidation, which she
says have left students less
engaged.
“I’m hopeful that when
we get back face-to-face, that
we can do better with getting
the word out about Student
Government and about
voting,” she said.
But Dan McGarigal, a
2014 graduate who served as
SG’s director of sustainable
initiatives for two years, lays
the blame on SG itself.
“(The voter turnout) is an
utter failure on the part of SG
and the candidates to make
sure students knew this was
happening and make sure
they know what each person
stands for,” McGarigal said.
“ ‘It’s hard virtually’ is not
an excuse. Laziness is not
electable. Get it together SG.
We built you up better than
this.”
St. Petersburg has had a
student government since its
early days as a tiny satellite of
the Tampa campus in the late
1960s.
Joan “Sudsy” Tschiderer
graduated from USF St.
Petersburg in 1971, then
became the longest serving

staff member in campus
history. For years, she was the
head of student activities.
“Now, I won’t say that
voting was, you know,
humongous,” Tschiderer
said of the first few Student
Government terms. “But ….
I can remember a time when
there were three candidates
vying for the presidency, and
it was a tight race. And that
was very interesting, because
people really recognized that
there were funds that could
contribute to the good and
welfare of the students, and
that the primary purpose
of the student government
was to administer those
funds and to provide a
voice for the students to the
administration.”
But SG has long struggled
for relevance on the St.
Petersburg campus. St.
Petersburg didn’t begin
admitting freshmen until
1998 and it didn’t get its first
residence hall until 2006.
Even nowadays – before
the pandemic – most students
live off campus and many
have part-time jobs. They
seem to have little time for
– or interest in – campus
activities.
>> SEE SG on P2
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In recent years, SG
elections have been marked
by apathy, with low voter
turnout and SG seats that
remained empty because there
were not enough candidates.
Many elected officials rode
into office unopposed and all
it took to get elected to the
Senate was 25 votes.
Impacts of consolidation
When consolidation took
effect in July, SG underwent
a change that shifted power
from three individual
student governments to a
university-wide -- or federal
-- government, with local
governments on each campus.
The federal government
consists of a president and
vice president, a 60-member
Senate and a nine-member
Supreme Court appointed by
the president.
USF’s current SG
president, Claire Mitchell,
and vice president, Gustavo
Spangher, both attend the
Tampa campus.
In the Senate, each campus
is allocated five seats,
with the remaining seats
apportioned according to
enrollment. This year, Tampa
holds 44 seats, SarasotaManatee holds seven and St.
Petersburg holds nine.
Meanwhile, each of
the three campuses has a
governor and lieutenant
governor, a nine-member
Campus Council and a
five-member circuit court
appointed by the governor.
Because not enough
candidates qualified to run, St.
Petersburg has two vacancies
on its Campus Council and
one vacancy in the universitywide Senate.
Andrea Campos and
Isaiah Castle were elected
St. Petersburg’s governor
and lieutenant governor last
spring.
Helton voiced questions
about the positions on SG on
each campus.
“One of the things
that I haven’t completely
understood or, I still don’t
understand is, Tampa is a
much, much larger campus; I
don’t know why we have to
have the same exact positions
on this campus,” Helton said.
In an interview with The
Crow’s Nest before SG’s
first special election of the
semester, Castle said the
Campus Council “would
be 100 percent dedicated to
serving the interest of the
St. Petersburg campus and
its students, will oversee
(Activity & Service fee)
funding (and) confirmations
for local positions.”
This year’s budget,
which was approved before
consolidation took effect July
1, allocated $1.5 million in
A&S fee revenue to campus
clubs and organizations,
including SG itself.
St. Petersburg’s deputy
financial officer, Brandon
Castle, told The Crow’s Nest

that if the Campus Council
had not been filled, interim
funding decisions would have
been handled by students in
the federal branch of SG.
According to St.
Petersburg’s supervisor of
elections, Savannah Carr,
this was a concern for the St.
Petersburg campus.
“That’s what kept me
up at night,” Carr said. “I
knew (Campus Councils)
were in charge of the budget,
but I didn’t realize just how
dangerous it would be if
Tampa got a hold of our
budget.”
Carr’s main concern, she
said, was that the Tampa
campus does not have the
same priorities that the St.
Petersburg campus does.
Why is turnout low?
SG members and advisers
were quick to point out one
thing that greatly affected
this semester’s turnout: the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Almost all classes have
been online since March,
meaning there are less
students coming to campus.
The two open residence halls
are both under capacity, with
Osprey Suites only 48 percent
full and Pelican Apartments
only 62 percent full this fall.
Campos, the St. Petersburg
governor, said the pandemic
“kind of has uprooted
everything.”
“I think we are equipped
a little bit better this semester
to handle the fact that we are
not engaging students in a
normal way. Or, you know,
what would have been seen
as normal in past years. So
we have planned around that,
and we have tried to engage
students in different ways.”
Some said consolidation
seems to be another factor in
SG engagement.
Tschiderer said that being
a part of a consolidated SG
would be too much for some
students.
“If I were going to
consider participating in
Student Government, at
this point in time, I would
absolutely not,” Tschiderer
said. “I’m not going to –
even before the pandemic
– drive over to Tampa to be
in a lame-duck position to
make decisions that impact
that (campus), which I don’t
actually have much say over.
“You don’t have that
sense of control over your
own destiny, you’re now just
… part of the larger picture,
as you’ve always been, but
you’ve lost the control of your
own destiny. It’s in somebody
else’s hands, you can make a
proposal. But nobody has to
really care about it, because
they don’t know anything
about St. Pete.”
St. Petersburg SG
adviser Robert Herron said
consolidation has not had
much of an impact.
“I mean, has
(consolidation) helped? No,”
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Herron said. “But I guess
I can’t stand here and say,
‘Oh my gosh, if it wasn’t
for consolidation,’ because,
before we consolidated, we
had a difficult time filling up
Senate seats.
“So, I don’t think it’s
fair to put all the blame
on consolidation. I think
there are just so many
environmental factors – you
have consolidation, you have
lower enrollment … and yet
there are people who still feel
like, even though we’re going
through all these things, that
the output needs to be the
same. And I think that’s just
a lie. And I think it’s unfair to
put that burden on students.”
Enrollment on the St.
Petersburg campus has fallen
sharply in recent years. This
year, the campus’ combined
summer and fall enrollment
of first-time-in-college
freshmen was 386, down
dramatically from 647 in
2016.
St. Petersburg’s director of
student life and engagement,
Dwayne Isaacs, said he started
to see a drop in engagement
when St. Petersburg began
rapidly raising its admissions
requirements in 2018 to
comply with consolidation
standards.
“When the admissions
standards changed, and when
consolidation was announced
and that started to take a little
bit of effect, I think things
started to become a little bit
uncertain for students,” Isaacs
said. “I think involvement still
was fine. But I think incoming
students, we started to see that
dip.
“And as we start to see the
dip in enrollment, naturally,
you’re going to see a dip in
involvement. Only because
we just don’t have the usual
number of students that we
have coming in.”
Carr hypothesized that low
engagement was caused in
part by the pandemic.
“We don’t have students
on campus,” Carr said. “But
I’ve also heard students are
already overwhelmed with
online classes and online club
activities. They don’t want
to have an online job … So
I understand that I think it’s
mostly due to the pandemic.”
Carr also questioned
enrollment’s impact.
“But I want to look at
the correlation between
enrollment dropping, and
SG’s involvement dropping
since 2015, not just the last
year,” she said. “I wonder if
that has anything to do with
it.”
Tschiderer shared concerns
about the communities
that St. Petersburg’s SG is
prioritizing.
“This is only my opinion,
(but) when you had the
residential population
(added), more of the programs
were designed with the
residential population in
mind,” Tschiderer said. “So if
we have 1000 students who
(live on campus), and we have
4000 other students (living

off campus), there’s 4000
students that perhaps don’t
feel there’s anything for them
on campus.
“They come, (go to) class,
and they leave. Even though
there’s been initiatives, there
haven’t been as many initiates
that really deal with older
students (or) students with
families.”
Regional Chancellor
Tadlock acknowledged
the need to further engage
commuter students.
“I think we always need to
find more ways to reach out
to our commuter population,”
Tadlock said. “That is the
majority of the students
enrolled here. They don’t live
on campus, the majority of
our students do not. Anything
we can do to reach out
more and involve commuter
and part time students…
that would be absolutely
something I would support us
doing.”
Students seemed to believe
that there wasn’t enough done
to share information about the
election.
Three students shared with
The Crow’s Nest on Facebook
that they were unaware of an
election.
Sophomore management
major Austin Banttari said he
“had zero clue it was a thing.”
“It just popped up in my
OASIS so I clicked on it,”
Banttari said. “All I did was
read the candidate bios (from
the ones who actually put in
the effort to write one) and I
chose the best one.
“There was no effort from
the student body, there was
no effort from most of the
candidates, and there was no
effort from SG to make the
election known widespread.”
Senior psychology major
Cassie Ellison also said she
hadn’t heard about the SG
election.
“I usually vote in every
one,” Ellison said. “I
understand that it (being
virtual) is more difficult but
I feel more could have been
done to get the word out about
this election.”
Suggestions to remedy low
engagement
Isaacs explained that SG
isn’t the only area suffering
from low engagement this
year.
“I think students have
a lot on their plates that is
occupying their time,” Isaacs
said. “... And so I think those
things rise to the top of their
things that they’re going to
choose to spend their time on
or focus their mind on. And
it’s hard to compete with that.
So it’s not just SG turnout
that’s low, we’re seeing
engagement in general as low,
and that’s not just in SLE.
That’s in Compass, that’s
in housing … Anyone that
is putting out a program is
seeing low turnout.”
Tampa Governor
McCloskey and Lieutenant
Governor Blair-Andrews
acknowledged that in light of
consolidation, there should be
more efforts made from the

Tampa Student Government
to assist with elections on the
St. Petersburg and SarasotaManatee campuses.
“I think we definitely can
work towards a consolidated
(or) ONE USF marketing…
We can also help outside
of just Tampa elections,”
McCloskey said. “So, let’s
say if we have an election
at St. Pete, we just had one
– we definitely could have
helped with the marketing.
And I think we should do that
moving forward.”
“One thing that’s already
been discussed for possible
changes to this new structure
is a few more positions at
the federal level that are
marketing related to kind
of consolidate the Student
Government brand in a way
so that the marketing across
the three campuses looks
more united than the three
different styles it looks like
right now,” Blair-Andrews
said.
Campos and Castle said
that this year, SG has had to
become more “inventive”
with its marketing.
They also hope to reach
out to more students in
the future to coincide with
increased enrollment.
“One of the big things
that we were trying, we’re
working already to kind
of improve, is not only the
diversity of our campus, but
just increasing enrollment
in general,” Castle
said. “Turning (student
engagement) around is going
to be something that we’re
going to try to prioritize in the
future.
“I think one of the easiest
things that we can do is
have more than 11 votes,
have more than 11 people
participating in anything that
we’re doing. That’s an easy
goal that’s right in front of
us.”
But Herron doesn’t think
there needs to be more
outreach.
“All students know that
Student Government is here
for them, to advocate for
them, to provide for them,”
Herron said. “But … let’s
not creep on people until
they sign up for our lecture,
and get our newsletter. It’s
just a fine balance. It’s a fine
balance, particularly on a
campus like this.”
Herron went on to question
the demand commuter
students have for SG.
“What’s the demand of
commuter students when
it comes to our services?”
Herron said. “And again, I
think it’s a mixture of both
‘do they know what we do
and do they feel like they
need what we do?’ And so we
can help communicate that
first one. But we can’t make
somebody need us.”

Read the rest of the story
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** Visual and performing
arts (years three and four)
“Potential programs
include Architecture, Dance,
and Theatre in support
of independent, small
businesses in the arts.”
** Business – Blue/Green
Economy (years three and
four)
It’s proposed that
finance be developed as a
“nationally ranked program”
with a “blue (marine)/
green (sustainability)
business” theme in the
Kate Tiedemann School of
Business and Finance.
** Health Sciences (years
four and five)
The proposal includes
advanced and accelerated
nursing programs and
partnerships with Johns
Hopkins All Children’s
Hospital, Bayfront Health
St. Petersburg and BayCare
Health System.
A fraught juncture
The proposals for St.
Petersburg come at a fraught
juncture for Currall and
Provost Ralph Wilcox,
who are under fire from
political leaders, faculty
and even some trustees for
some of their decisions on
consolidation and pandemicrelated budget cuts.
In a blistering memo
dated Oct. 30, 20 faculty
leaders in the College of Arts
and Sciences criticized the
administration for moving
too hastily and unilaterally
to address a $36.7 million
shortfall in the university’s
2020-2021 budget.
They denounced
administrators for
skirting the guidelines
of transparency in the
university’s Principles of
Community and questioned
the university’s emphasis on
national rankings and state
preeminence.
The USF St. Petersburg
Campus Advisory Board,

seven Pinellas residents
who help oversee the
campus, and the USF Board
of Trustees have, at least
in recent years, tended to
rubber stamp the policies of
the administration.
But things have grown
chilly in recent weeks.
At the Campus
Advisory Board meeting
on Oct. 22, two members
expressed frustration that
the administration had few
specifics on how it plans to
address sagging enrollment
numbers in St. Petersburg.
One of them, attorney
Susan Churuti, also
complained about the
administration’s pattern of
communication with the
board.
During committee
meetings of the Board of
Trustees on Nov. 10, three
members complained that
they had been left in the dark
about plans for the College
of Education.
“How we went about this
is absolutely inconsistent
with the history of my board
involvement and I’m not
pleased about it,” trustee
Byron Shinn said, according
to the Catalyst website.
“And to be blindsided as a
trustee in our community
is inappropriate and
unsatisfactory.”
On Saturday, the Tampa
Bay Times editorial board
joined the chorus of critics,
chiding the administration
for its “secretive handling”
of the College of Education.
“Whatever you think of
the decision, USF leaders
get an F in public relations
and community outreach,”
the editorial said.
“USF administrators
should remember that their
decisions – whether it be
closing an undergraduate
school or consolidating
campuses – do not happen
in a vacuum. They affect
the region that helps support
the public university.

New dining hall on track
for spring opening
By Sophie Ojdanic
sojdanic@usf.edu

T

he new dining hall
being built in Osprey
Suites is “still on
track to open” in time for the
spring semester, according
to housing director Susan
Kimbrough.
Aramark, USF St.
Petersburg’s new dining
provider, has been operating
out of The Reef, which serves
as the dining hall in the
University Student Center.
The Reef has been
renovated to include additional
spaces for students to purchase
grab-and-go items like sushi,
chips, microwave dinners and
bottled drinks.
A new swipe system that
has been put in place for dining
has also come under criticism.

“The swipes system is
effective, but it should include
all items in The Reef,” junior
health sciences major Basia
Kuehn said.
As of right now, a main
course, side item and beverage
counts as a swipe, while every
other food item is paid for
using Bull Bucks or Dining
Dollars.
Despite the change from
Sodexo to Aramark, students
are still not satisfied with the
dining hall’s offerings.
Kuehn was one such
student.
“I hate the food,” Kuehn
said. “There is little variety
and limited options for healthy
meals.”
Kuehn said she was excited
for the new dining hall.
“Hopefully we will have
more options available to us,”
she said.
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Community partners like the
local school districts deserve
better than to be blindsided
by controversial decisions.”
Perhaps none of the
criticism of Currall and
Wilcox is as consequential
as the flak coming from
Brandes and the Legislature.
Rep. Chris Sprowls,
R-Palm Harbor, the principal
architect of consolidation,
is the incoming speaker
of the Florida House of
Representatives. That
makes him one of the
most powerful figures in
state government, with a
huge role in state budget
appropriations for higher
education and USF.
It was Sprowls who on
Oct. 8 tweeted the news that
Currall and trustees Chair
Jordan Zimmerman had
embraced the goal of 650
first-time-in-college students
in St. Petersburg in the
summer and fall of 2021.
Since St. Petersburg
began rapidly raising
admission requirements in
2018, combined summer and
fall freshman enrollment has
plunged from 549 to 386 –
an alarming development
that impacts campus revenue

and programs.
Brandes said that funding
for Florida’s universities
is “under pressure” this
year, but legislators still
have options to exert
their influence in specific
circumstances.
“I think our opportunity
is to put our fingers on the
scale in certain areas to
help accomplish the vision
of universities even during
these trying times,” he said.
Brandes said he plans

to have more questions for
Currall shortly.
Those questions will
come “in the form of: Thank
you for these (proposals).
I need dollar amounts and
students tied to them,” he
said. “And then … you’ll see
myself and other legislators
finalize our conversations for
this round of discussions.”
Information from The
Oracle at USF Tampa was
used in this report.
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State Sen. Jeff Brandes (left) pressed USF to come
up with a five-year plan that Regional Chancellor
Martin Tadlock says “gives us an interdisciplinary
set of themes that we can sink our teeth into.”

A breakdown of the
wellness center budget
By Catherine Hicks
chicks@usf.edu

T

he Wellness
Center could face
funding issues
in the future if student
enrollment declines due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
“The majority of our
funding comes from fees
so anytime there is a
decrease in enrollment,
we are impacted,” said
Anita Sahgal, director of
wellness center and student
accessibility services, in
an email to The Crow’s
Nest. “Thus there will be
concerns for the next few
years to make sure we are
maintaining expenses.”
For the sixth article in
our Poynter College Media
Project series, Green and
Gold, The Crow’s Nest
took an in-depth look at the
Wellness and Counseling
Center budget.
The budget is divided
by revenue expected
to be brought in by the
Wellness Center and annual
expenditures.
The total revenue
budgeted is $565,300, and
it is broken down into four
categories.
The largest category is
student fees, which total
$539,000. This includes
“revenue generated for
the university when each
student pays the health
fee,” said Anthony Carinci,

director of student success
resource management, in
an email to The Crow’s
Nest.
There are subcategories
to break it down by
semester, as well as an
exemption category
that was added with
consolidation, which
indicates that students
who were admitted before
this fall will receive
an exemption from the
OneUSF health fee.
If the university
experiences a significant
decrease in student
enrollment, the Wellness
Center’s expected income
from student fees would
decrease with it.
Other categories include
goods and services,
which include services or
products provided to nonUSF students, according
to Carinci. In addition,
miscellaneous receipts are
allocated $1,000.
The final revenue
category is interest, at
$25,000, which is “interest
generated from the cash
balance on the account –
similar to how a personal
savings account would
generate interest,” Carinci
said.
The annual budgeted
expenses total $1,184,083,
and are broken down into
22 categories.
Employee salaries are
the largest allocation at

$517,167. Fringe benefits,
which include employee
benefits such as retirement
plans or health and dental
insurance plans, total
$121,682.
There is an additional
allocation, “Other” which
totals $45,797, and “is used
to compensate employees
who are part-time or not on
a salaried position,” Carinci
said.
Though travel has an
allocation of $2,500, “we
didn’t engage in (any)
travel post pandemic.
We always allocate some
money for travel just
in case,” Sahgal said.
“Generally, the travel
(funds are) used for
professional conferences.”
$23,050 is allocated
to contractual services,
which includes custodial
services, after-hours
services, telehealth
platform, electronic record
management software,
massage therapy services,
mental health screening
software and the Campus
Well magazine, according
to Sahgal.
There are other
categories such as materials
and other supplies, other
operating expenses and an
administrative assessment,
that are included in the
overall budget to bring the
total to $1,184,083.
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Rain or SHINE:
Annual mural festival sheds light
on ocean conservation

By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

S

t. Petersburg’s sixth
annual SHINE Mural
Festival concluded
Sunday, adding 13 new
murals to walls throughout
the city.
This year, international
nonprofit PangeaSeed
Foundation’s Sea Walls:
Artists for Oceans partnered
with SHINE to create waterthemed murals focused
on ocean conservation.
Participating artists painted
subjects of their choice related
to the nonprofit’s mission of

“bringing the oceans into the
streets.”
Typically, artists from
around the globe are invited
to participate, but, due to
COVID-19 safety precautions,
the SHINE event committee
kept invitations exclusive to
Florida-based artists.
Despite threats of
Hurricane Eta, artists still
managed to bring their
individual designs to vibrant
life during the week-long
event. In fact, SHINE is
accustomed to inclement
weather; the event has been
beset with rain every year
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Nneka Jones poses with her assistant, Bianca
Burrows, in front of Jones’ overfishing mural at
1957 First Ave. S. Based in Tampa, Jones is an
accomplished painter, photographer and mixedmedia artist. Her work was recently featured on
the cover of ‘Time’ magazine.

since 2015.
Chad Mize, local mural
artist and curator for the
SHINE committee, said that
they were “on the fence”
about putting the event on this
year.
Mize believes SHINE
has helped to strengthen St.
Petersburg’s arts community,
as well as his own work.
“What SHINE did was
bring international and
national artists to the city,
and it helped elevate the city
in terms of mural art,” Mize
said. “That wasn’t to take
away from anybody local, but
for me, personally, as a mural
artist, it really inspired me to
be a better artist and I think
it’s put us on the map.”
USF St. Petersburg was
stop number nine on the
event’s map this year. The
campus hosted local artists
and USF alumni Kenny Coil
and Marc Berenguer of Break
Maiden Studio. Harbor Hall’s
west-facing wall served as
a blank canvas for the two
artists.
Coil and Berenguer’s
mural focused on mangroves
and coastal wetlands. The
mural has transformed
the building’s once dull
appearance into an eyecatching visual attraction.
USF St. Petersburg
Regional Chancellor Martin
Tadlock is pleased to have
included the campus in the

popular event.
“We are so excited
to participate in this
year’s SHINE festival,”
Tadlock said. “(It’s) a
uniquely St. Petersburg
event that celebrates our
community’s commitment
to artistic expression. It’s
been fascinating to watch
the progress made by the
artists, Kenny Coil and
Marc Berenguer. I’m blown
away by their talent and
I’m so proud they are USF
graduates.”
Tadlock believes the

artists’ work is well-suited for
the campus’s green mentality.
“The colorful depiction
of coastal wetlands and
mangroves on the side of
Harbor Hall is also a fitting
tribute to our campus’
emphasis on sustainability
and preservation of natural
resources,” Tadlock said.
Check out SHINE Mural
Festival on St. Petersburg Arts
Alliance’s website for a look
at this year’s participating
artists and where to find their
freshly-painted murals around
the city.
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Local artist Elle LeBlanc and her assistant paint a
mural about plastic pollution on the side of Brick
Street Farms at 2333 Third Ave. S.

The Sims provides escape
from stresses of reality
By Aya Diab
ayadiab@usf.edu

I

f you could be
anyone in the world,
who would you be?
Since 2000, The Sims has
answered this enduring
question for millions of
players.
For over two decades,
players are given the
opportunity to build a
character, design a house,
make relationships, have
families – or burn it all
down.
This unique blend of life
simulation and open-ended
freedom allows users to
experience things that they
may not have experienced
in real life such as a stable
job, owning a house or
having a family.
There are very few

games that hang around
for almost 20 years
despite a rapidly changing
video game landscape.
Through the video game
series and its expansions,
the franchise has sold
nearly 200 million copies
worldwide.
The latest version of the
game, The Sims 4, has 10
expansion packs that give
users the ability to enjoy
new worlds and experience
different features.
Psychoanalysts argue
that The Sims can serve
as a healthy escape from
everyday life, making it a
better way of coping than
using alcohol or drugs.
Especially in today’s world,
where staying at home for
longer hours is the new
norm, gamers are turning
to life simulation games

to kill time and escape the
chaos of the reality.
Crafting your own
flawless reality and playing
with life can feel rewarding
for some students.
Annabelle Kozlowski, a
freshman political science
and environmental science
major, explained her reason
for playing The Sims as
“the enjoyment of being
God. Everyone wants to
play God.”
Another student plays
the game to build houses,
create people and make
relationships, but doesn’t
care for the storyline or the
game’s objectives.
Cassidy Delbango, a
sophomore marine biology
major, likes to play The
Sims because it’s an openended game where you
can’t win or lose.
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The Sims players are able to simulate real life with
created families.
“It’s a nice relaxing
game that isn’t timed
and doesn’t have scores
or winners and losers,”
Delbango said. “It’s nice
to just sit back and build or
create unique sims.
“I’ve been playing Sims
since I was in elementary
school with the beginning
of Sims 2 generation. I
loved watching it grow
into the huge fanbase it has
today.”
For other students,
The Sims can be a way to

relieve stress and escape
reality.
Alexendra Davis,
a senior mass
communications major,
described the game as a
“break away from what I
thought was a stressful life
experience.”
Gamers play The Sims
for many different reasons,
but they all have one thing
in common, and that is the
enjoyment of playing with
life.
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Festival of Reading showcases
fact and fiction

By Mark Parker
CONTRIBUTOR

T

he Tampa Bay Times
Festival of Reading
was a free event held
Nov. 12-14. The annual event
is in its 29th year, and while
it was held on the USF St.
Petersburg campus last year,
this year it was held virtually.
The festival has
consistently featured some
of the biggest names in
writing, as well as several
local writers. Author Colson
Whitehead and PolitiFact
journalists Angie Holan and
Daniel Funke were just a few
of the more than 40 authors
scheduled to attend.
“There is no hope
without drama”
Colson Whitehead has won
two Pulitzer Prizes in the last
four years, making him just
the fourth writer in history to
receive this prestigious award
twice for fiction. Both wins
were for fictitious novels that
were based on real events
and centered around racial
injustice.
The first was for “The
Underground Railroad,”
published in the summer
of 2016. In this critical and
commercial success, he
imagines the underground
railroad network that was used
to transport slaves from the
perils of the old South to the
relative safety of the North as
a literal railroad.
The second, and a focus of
his interview for the festival,
was “The Nickel Boys,”
published in August 2019. It is
a fictionalized account of the
Florida School for Boys, also
known as the Arthur G. Dozier
School For Boys.
This reform school was in
Marianna and operated from

1900 through 2011. While the
school was open to all boys
who were deemed to need
“reforming,” most of the worst
atrocities occurred during
the Jim Crow era of Florida,
when, as Whitehead noted,
a black boy could be sent to
jail for bumping into a white
person while they walked
down the street.
While there were plenty
of allegations of abuse –
beatings, rapes, torture and
even the murders of students
– throughout the school’s 111
year history, it was not until a
failed state inspection in 2009
that the governor ordered a
full investigation. Subsequent
investigations proved both the
historic and recent allegation
to be true. State authorities
finally closed the school in
June 2011.
Due to the high number
of unmarked graves and
questions about the number of
deaths at the school, the state
authorized the University of
South Florida to conduct a
forensic anthropology survey
of the grounds. They found
55 burials, most outside of the
cemetery, and documented
almost 100 deaths.
It was a 2009 Tampa Bay
Times article that first shed
light on the horrors that took
place at the Dozier School.
In 2019, just as Whitehead
was finishing up “Nickel
Boys,” many more suspected
graves were found using
ground penetrating radar.
When asked why he would
take an incredible story like
this and fictionalize it, he
said, “I like to be able to pick
my characters, then I can
have them do what I want.”
Although, he also added that
for a story like this it was
important to stick close to the
source material and pay tribute
to the men who were there.

“I just wanted the liberty
to make them my own kids,”
Whitehead said.
Whitehead relayed that
for the first time, he fell into
a bit of depression upon
completing the book. His
remedy? Spending a few
months playing video games
and spending more time with
his children.
It was at this time,
perhaps during one of his
family barbecues he spoke so
fondly of, that he realized the
ultimate goal is to “improve
the social order and be better
human beings. The same
way that my grandparents
and parents who grew up in
times of more severe racial
discrimination had to hope
their grandchildren and
children would grow up in a
better place.”
“There is no hope without
drama,” Whitehead told the
audience.
This was not just in
reference to the heavy subject
matter of his last two novels
or the ongoing fight for racial
justice, but also in response
to the pandemic. He explains
that even through dark subject
matter or dark realities, there
is always this underlying sense
of hope that things can and
will get better.
Whitehead has recently
announced that his latest
novel, “The Harlem Shuffle,”
is set to be released in
September 2021. It is a crime
novel based in 1960s New
York City, and is a much
more lighthearted endeavor
than his last two books. Also,
a television adaptation of
“The Underground Railroad,”
produced by Florida native
Barry Jenkins, has finished
shooting and is set to premiere
on Amazon Prime sometime
in 2021.
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Pulitzer Prize-winning author Colson Whitehead spoke virtually at the Tampa
Bay Times Festival of Reading, held Nov. 12-14. Above, Whitehead speaks at
an event at Texas State University.

COURTESY OF POLITIFACT.COM

PolitiFact journalists Angie Holan and Daniel
Funke spoke at the Tampa Bay Times Festival
of Reading about fact-checking in an age of
misinformation.
The Facts are the Facts
In 2020, the year of a
global pandemic, social
unrest, the most divisive
election in modern history
and general harbinger of
bad times, you would be
correct to expect that our
nation’s fact-checkers have
been working overtime to
sort through the rampant
misinformation that has
been propagated.
PolitiFact editor Angie
Holan and staff writer
Daniel Funke, who is also
in charge of sifting through
misinformation on social
media, took time off from
this demanding endeavor
to discuss what it is like
fact-checking America with
attendees of the Tampa Bay
Times Festival of Reading.
PolitiFact has been
keeping politicians honest
since their inception in
2007 as a project of the
Tampa Bay Times. Their
journalists conduct an
extensive evaluation
of statements made by
politicians, government
officials, and others
involved in U.S. politics,
and then assign a rating
on their “Truth-O-Meter.”
This ranges from “true”
for accounts the deem
accurate, to “pants on fire”
for allegations that are
completely false.
What started as a local
project has since gone
national, including a
partnership with Facebook
in 2016. In 2018, it was
acquired by the Poynter
Institute in St. Petersburg,
and still has offices here as
well as in Washington, D.C.
Holan called this year
“like a greatest hits of
misinformation.”
The year started off fast
with the first COVID-19
cases being reported in
January, before doctors and
scientists knew much about
the virus.
Then, the election came
into view.
“This was the most
policy-free campaigning I
have ever covered,” Holan
said. She explains how in

the primaries, Democrats
were willing to put their
ideological differences
aside to focus on who was
best suited to challenge
President Donald Trump.
When it came time for
the national campaign,
she said, “both campaigns
focused entirely on
the other candidate’s
suitability to be President,
their personality, their
temperament, and personal
attributes. They weren’t
comparing tax and health
care plans, or the way they
might address climate
change.”
Which means most often
they were fact-checking
personal attacks and
outlandish accusations,
rather than public policy
issues.
“Facebook doesn’t tell
us what to fact-check,” said
Funke, “we choose what to
fact-check.”
They then go through
an elaborate seven-step
research process that ends
with two or three other
editors checking those
results. Once everything
is verified to the absolute
best of their abilities they
publish their findings and
it is then up to Facebook to
decide what to do with it.
They both lament
the perception by many
that they are a partisan
organization.
To this Holan said,
“we’re not trying to
antagonize anybody, but
we can’t shake the truth
in ways to make it more
palatable to parts of our
audience.
“The facts are the facts.”
They add that they are
not naïve enough to believe
they are changing people’s
minds about a candidate,
nor are they trying to do so.
They are just trying to find
and report the truth so that
people can make informed
opinions on specific topics.
Holan said, “The truth has
intrinsic worth by itself,
even if no one believes it.”
To learn more about
PolitiFact, visit their
website.
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Say ‘yes’ to food and ‘no’ to diets

By Lily Theisen
CONTRIBUTOR
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T

wo Florida women
who learned how
to say yes to food
and no to diets said they can
finally enjoy their lives the
way they want to.
Registered dietitian
Jamie Morgan and USF St.
Petersburg student Paula
Hernandez said they have
found balance and happiness
in their lives since they have
stopped trying to restrict
what foods they eat.
“In the end, if we choose
to live our life differently
because of restrictive
eating or the foods we are
avoiding, we are missing out
on life,” Morgan said. “If we
miss out on food, we miss
out on life.”
In 2018, The Washington
Post reported that 45 million
Americans go on a diet
each year. To add to that, an
article in the Business Wire
reported, the business of
weight loss in America is a
$72 billion industry.
Morgan said choosing to
restrict calories or starve the
body is detrimental when it
comes to losing weight and
living healthy.
Morgan said that humans
are innately made for “feast
and famine” mode. This
means that the human body
cannot decipher between
choosing starvation out
of choice or actually
starving. Because of this,
the human body will lower
its metabolic rate during
starvation in order to not
burn as many calories
and prepare for prolonged

starvation, she said.
On top of the science
behind restricting calories, a
story from UCLA Newsroom
also reported that at least
one-third to two-thirds of
people on diets gained more
weight than they initially
lost.
However, many people
are still stuck in the endless
cycle of diet culture and yoyoing from diet to diet.
Morgan has personally
gone through the transition
from a restrictive diet to a
mindful and intuitive diet.
She said she wants to
help others on their journey
of not letting diets control
their lives.
“Food is so much
more than food. Food is
emotional, food is family,
and it’s social,” Morgan
said. “Think of your
grandma making you your
favorite meal. She is making
it with all this love and if
it doesn’t fit into your diet,
are you really not going
to eat that food? Overall,
restricting will affect you
emotionally.”
Paula Hernandez, a
junior mass communications
major, said she has also
struggled with eating
healthy and has decided that
dieting leads to more harm
than good.
“It was so frustrating
to be like ‘Oh I have this
craving; I want to eat this,
but I can’t because I will
ruin my progress.’ It seemed
so unpleasant, I would
rather just eat what I want
and be mindful about it,”
Hernandez said.
An article by Food

Insight said that mindful and
intuitive eating are different
forms of non- restrictive
eating. Food Insight
said that these forms are
encouraged by dietitians as
a different way of forming
healthy relationships with
food and balanced diets that
are non-restrictive.
According to an article
by Healthline, mindful
eating is thinking about the
food you are eating while
you are eating it in order to
bring full attention to your
experiences, cravings and
physical cues.
“Recognizing when you
are hungry and making sure
that you eat prior to getting
excessively hungry is super
important. (Along with)
eating until you are satisfied
versus eating until you are
overly full,” Morgan said.
One thing that Hernandez
said helped her to be
mindful of how she was
eating was by logging what
she was eating.
“It was more of a journal
or visualization of my eating
decisions,” Hernandez said.
“It wasn’t to keep myself
under a calorie threshold,
but I created a journal to be
mindful of what the food I
was eating had in it so that I
could make more informed
choices in the future.”
Morgan also addressed
intuitive eating. Intuitive
eating is not a concept but
a way of eating. It is about
following your cravings
and allowing yourself to
enjoy what you want to eat
when you want to eat it. I
think that a lot of people
think that intuitive eating

means you eat whatever
you want despite health,”
Morgan said. “But that is
not what it is. It’s really
about going back to the
framework of; as kids we
were intuitive eaters. If we
weren’t impacted by an
outside force, we ate when
we were hungry and we
stopped when we were full.
We usually ate a balanced
diet on our own without our
parents telling us we had
to.”
Morgan also said that
changing your mindset
around dieting and eating
healthy is greatly impacted
by knowing yourself and
your body.
“Improving my
relationship with myself
through yoga is what
propelled me into repairing
my relationship with food,”
Morgan said.
Switching from an
unhealthy diet to a balanced
and non-restrictive diet can
be hard.
Hernandez and Morgan
both said that researching
and knowing yourself was
the best thing they could
recommend others to do
if they wanted to make a
switch.
“Whatever you are
going to do, make sure
you research it before,”
Hernandez said. “Try it out;
if it doesn’t work and isn’t
a long-term or a sustainable
thing, I suggest researching
basic Google searches on
nutrition and basic food
science. Definitely make
sure you know yourself and
what you are getting into
before you dive in.”
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“It was so frustrating to be like ‘Oh I have this craving; I want to eat this, but I can’t because I will ruin
my progress,’” said junior mass communications major Paula Hernandez. “It seemed so unpleasant, I
would rather just eat what I want and be mindful about it.”
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Florida voters pass four USF St. Petersburg
constitutional amendments student launches
By Michael Alden
CONTRIBUTOR

F

lorida voters passed
four of the six
amendments to the
state constitution on this
year’s ballot, including a
minimum wage increase for
the first time since 2004.
Each amendment required
60 percent supermajority
approval to pass. The results
will be certified Nov. 17
by the Florida Elections
Canvassing Commission.
Below are summaries of all
the amendments on this year’s
ballot:
Amendment 1:
Citizenship Requirement to
Vote in Florida Elections
This amendment sought
to change the language of
Article VI, Section 2 of the
Florida Constitution that
states “every citizen of the
United States who is at least
eighteen years of age and who
is a permanent resident of the
state, if registered as provided
by law, shall be an elector of
the county where registered.”
A “yes” vote altered the
language to say “only a
citizen”.
The measure passed 79
percent to 21 percent.
Amendment 2: Raising
Florida’s Minimum Wage
This amendment was on
the ballot to increase Florida’s
minimum wage from $8.56 in
2020 to $15.00 in 2026. The
wage would increase by $1
each year on Sept. 30, starting
at $10 per hour in 2021.
Florida previously voted
in 2004 to increase the
minimum wage to $6.15, with
incremental increases in the
following years.
The amendment passed 61

percent to 39 percent.
Ulises Miranda, an
advertising major and senior
at USF’s St. Petersburg
campus, commends voters for
passing the increase.
“I believe that Floridians
made the right choice
by choosing to raise the
minimum wage to 15 per
hour,’ Miranda said. I can’t
wait to see how small
business(es) will adapt to the
change.”
Amendment 3: All Voters
Vote in a Primary Elections
for State Legislature,
Governor and Cabinet
The amendment would
change Florida’s closed
primary system to a toptwo open primary system
in elections for governor,
lieutenant governor, elected
cabinet members and state
legislators. In the current
closed system, voters are
required to be registered with
a political party to vote in
that party’s primaries. In a
top-two system, any person
would be able to vote without
registering with a specific
political party. The top-two
candidates with the most
votes, regardless of party,
continue on to the general
election. The candidates
would also be required to
have their party affiliation on
the ballot.
The amendment failed 57
percent to 43 percent.
Amendment 4: Voter
Approval of Constitutional
Amendments
This amendment would
require all constitutional
amendments to be voted
on in a second election for
approval. Amendments
and revisions to the state
constitution would need 60

percent voter approval to
pass in two general elections
instead of one.
The measure failed 48
percent to 52 percent..
Some Floridians viewed
the measure as overly
complicated.
“I’m happy they didn’t
pass it because legislation
is already hard enough to
achieve and getting it passed
twice consecutively just
sounds like a headache,” said
Michael Powers, a junior
advertising major at USF’s St.
Petersburg campus.
Amendment 5:
Limitation on Homestead
Assessments
This amendment intended
to extend the period an
individual can transfer “Save
Our Homes” tax benefits
from one year to three years.
Florida residents are currently
allowed to transfer these tax
benefits they’ve built up from
one homesteaded property to
the next for one year only.
The measure passed 74
percent to 26 percent.
Amendment 6: Ad
Valorem Tax Discount
for Spouses of Certain
Deceased Veterans Who
Had Permanent, CombatRelated Disabilities
This amendment would
allow the homestead property
tax discount given to certain
deceased veterans to be
transferred to their surviving
spouse. The veteran must
have been over the age of
65, honorably discharged,
and permanently disabled by
combat. The spouse can claim
this discount until they sell
the property, move into a new
home, or remarry.
The amendment passed 90
percent to 10 percent.

new internship
program

By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu

U

SF St. Petersburg
student Emma
Jacobs has
launched a new remote
internship program for
students.
The USF Business For
Good Internship program
will partner students with
Florida businesses interested
in earning their B corporation
certification.
“B Corp Certification
is to business as Fair
Trade Certified is to coffee
and USDA Organic is to
apples, a seal of social and
environmental responsibility,”
Jacobs, a senior honors
environmental science and
policy major, said.
Beginning this spring,
the USF Business For
Good Internship will be
open to all majors from all
three campuses and can be
completed for class credit
During the internship,
students will help businesses
complete the B Impact
Assessment (BIA) which is
a tool used to measure the
businesses’ impact through
five categories: governance,
workers, customers,
environment and community.
“This 100+ question
assessment helps businesses
earn points through measuring

their positive impact,” Jacobs
said. “If a business earns
80 points or higher on the
BIA, they are eligible for B
Corporation certification.”
Students and their
partnered business will meet
regularly to complete the
BIA and develop strategies to
increase their score.
For the first four weeks of
the internship students will be
trained in the B Corporation
certification process. After
learning how to complete the
BIA, students will apply their
knowledge to help businesses
complete the BIA and reach
their certification goals.
Students interested in
the internship can apply
through Handshake and
weekly information sessions
are available to answer any
questions regarding the
program.

W h at to do t his we e k : Nov. 1 6 -22
By Stephane Mathurin
CONTRIBUTOR
MONDAY
Looking for your
chance to connect with
professionals in the
area? The Downtown
St. Pete Professionals
Networking starts at 7
p.m. and will take place
at Ford’s Garage on
First Avenue S. Make
sure to mask up.
TUESDAY
Regroup and
replenish by visiting the
farmer’s market. The
Gulfport Fresh Market
on Beach Boulevard is
the place to be if you are
a food guru looking to
find something to show

your friends how refined
your palette is. The
market is every Tuesday
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
Lace up your running
shoes and take in the
sights of Tampa Bay.
Join the Armature
Works Run Club for a
5K along the Tampa
Riverwalk from 6:30
to 8 p.m., followed
by food and drinks at
Heights Public Market.
The event is free and
all skill levels are
welcomed. Meet up with
the club at Armature
Works at 1910 N Ola
Ave.

THURSDAY
Spend time soaking
up some sun and
listening to the sound
of crashing waves this
week as the Annual
Sanding Ovations
Master’s Cup comes
back into town. The
festival and contest
runs through Sunday,
which gives plenty of
time to see some dandy
and sandy sculptures.
The free event is held
on Treasure Island and
starts at 10 a.m. and
ends 5 p.m.

FRIDAY
Christmas is
approaching and Busch
Gardens is bringing
the holiday spirit with
its annual Christmas
Town. Spend the night
checking out light
displays, fireworks,
music and your
favorite roller coasters.
Christmas Town is
included with general
park admission and is
open 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
SATURDAY
Looking for statement
pieces or handcrafted
jewelry? This weekend
marks the start of
the Gulfport’s First

Friday Art Walk at
3101 Beach Blvd. S.
Now is the chance to
support local artists and
appreciate art. The event
runs from 5 to 8 p.m.
SUNDAY
Grab your camera
and gather your friends.
Tampa Scavenger
Hunts take participants
all over downtown
Tampa to check out
some of the many
notable spots in the city.
The scavenger hunts
are app-led and begin
at your leisure. Starting
points depend on which
scavenger hunt you
choose. Prices start at
$39.99 for two people.
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Student Organization Spotlight:
Hooked on marine science

By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu
ducation,
preservation and –
most importantly
– adventure are at the top of
the to-do list for students of
USF St. Petersburg’s Marine
Adventures Club.
The Marine Adventures
Club is centered around
marine science, but hosts
opportunities for students
of all majors to get involved
and explore their interests in
aquatic environments.
Club meetings, now being
held virtually, usually include
member presentations called
“Creature Features.” Topics
include marine organisms,
ecosystems and ocean
preservation. Of course,
time is reserved for group
discussion and friendly
discourse at the end of every
presentation.
Before the pandemic,
the club would gather at
the campus boathouse to
go kayaking in the Tampa
Bay. The group would bring
trash bags to collect litter
during their adventure.
Unfortunately, COVID-19
has forced the club to halt
outdoor group activities for
the time being.
Club President Peyton
Lebron has been a member
of the club since fall 2019.
Currently a sophomore
environmental science and
policy major, he will be
switching his major to marine
biology since consolidation
provided broader class
offerings.
Appointed to his position
earlier this year, Lebron aims
to find new ways to share the
club with other students. He
hopes to rebrand the club’s
mission “to help educate
everyone about the great
things about our oceans, how
important they are and about
ocean conservation.”

E

Studying marine science
“just kind of clicked” for
Lebron.
“Since I was a kid, I’ve
always loved the water, I’ve
always loved animals and
I’ve always had an affinity for
marine life,” Lebron said.
After spotting a Marine
Adventures Club flyer on
campus, he eagerly attended
his first meeting and was
“hooked.”
Aside from members’
common interests in marine
science, Lebron’s favorite
part about being in the club is
the comradery.
“We all just have a good
time,” Lebron said. “We try
not to take it too seriously. If
we have extra time at the end
of meetings, we’ll show each
other funny videos, memes…
It’s just a really good group of
people.”
Samantha D’Angelo, a
sophomore marine biology
major, joined the club this
semester.
“I joined the Marine
Adventures Club because I
wanted to get involved with
the school and to see what
connections the club had to
marine research centers in the
area,” D’Angelo said in an
email to The Crow’s Nest. “…
I like how inviting everyone
is and how we all share a
love for marine life and the
environment. Students should
get involved because it is a
great way to make friends and
to continue learning outside
of the classroom.”
Cassidy Delbango is also
a sophomore marine biology
major and newcomer to the
club.
“What I like most
about the club is how
friendly everyone is and
the presentations we do,”
Delbango said in an email to
The Crow’s Nest. “I love to
learn new things and this club
is a great opportunity
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Peyton Lebron combined his photography skills with his passion for marine
science during a trip to the Florida Aquarium.
to do so.”
“Anyone who’s interested
in both marine science and
environmental issues should
join this club. It’s a great way
to talk about the issues and
learn new things. We hope to
be able to do in-person events
soon, such as beach cleanups
and aquarium field trips.”
Delbango recently invited
Savannah Gandee, a marine
biologist at Clearwater
Marine Aquarium (CMA), to
guest speak at an upcoming
Marine Adventures Club
event.
“I decided to reach out
to CMA because I thought
it would be a fun, socially
distant event that lots of
people can enjoy,” Delbango
said in an email to The Crow’s
Nest. “CMA is pretty famous,
so getting a guest speaker like
this is a great way to bring
exposure to the club as well.”
The event will be held
Dec. 7 from 5 to 5:30 p.m.
via Zoom. Those interested

in attending can scan a QR
code on the event flyer to
RSVP and receive the Zoom
meeting link.
For the remainder of the
fall semester, the Marine
Adventures Club will meet
every Monday at 5:30 p.m.
on Microsoft Teams. There

will be no meeting the week
of Thanksgiving. Its regular
meeting time may change in
spring and will be determined
at the start of the semester.
Find the Marine
Adventures Club on Petesync,
Facebook and Instagram at
@macusfsp.
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Lebron aims to educate peers about ocean conservation.
Human impact threatens extinction for certain species of
sharks and is one of many marine conservation issues.

Chance Fest raises funds for memorial scholarship

By Sophie Ojdanic
sojdanic@usf.edu

The Owen Chance Melin
Memorial Foundation will
be holding a fundraiser
festival on Nov. 21.
The fundraiser, called
Chance Fest, is for the
Owen Chance Melin
Memorial Scholarship,
which is to be awarded to
psychology juniors and
seniors who demonstrate
financial need and good
academic standing.
The goal for the
scholarship is to raise
$25,000. Chance Fest’s goal
is to raise $10,000.

Chance Fest
commemorates USF St.
Petersburg student Owen
Melin who was killed in a
home invasion earlier this
year.
Owen Melin’s father,
Charles Melin, said the
foundation plans to host
other fundraising events that
will be announced soon.
Melin also shared that his
goal was for the scholarship
to be “in effect within one
year.”
“We are commemorating
his life and passion for
helping others by providing
scholarships to students

pursuing a degree in
psychology at the USF St.
Petersburg campus,” a post
from the Owen Chance
Melin Memorial Foundation
on Facebook said.
Chance Fest will be held
at the St. Pete Side Lot, at
2133 Second Ave. S., from
3 to 10 p.m. The Side Lot
is an open-air venue. The
festival will feature nine
musicians, with John Kelly
and Friends headlining.
Eight local artists have also
donated artwork for a silent
auction. Chance Fest will
also be selling t-shirts that
represent the foundation.

Developments have also
been made in the criminal
case surrounding Melin’s
death.
Joshua Pilley Jr. was
arrested for first-degree
murder in June. But in
August, Pilley’s charges
were downgraded from
first-degree murder to
second-degree murder
because due to the
pandemic, grand juries were
not convening. According
to Owen Melin’s father,
Charles Melin, those
charges have once again
been upgraded to firstdegree murder.
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A scholarship has been
formed for USF St.
Petersburg psychology
senior Owen Melin, who
was killed in a home
invasion earlier this year.

